
Narrative Design Ideas 

Kingdom of Shapes 

Overview: 

5 once unified kingdoms have fallen into disarray and have shut their borders with each 
other. The main character, a traveller, arrives at the smallest of the kingdoms that acts as 
the trading centre between all the nations in the hopes of crossing to a new continent, but 
discovers that the bridge to it has been destroyed. The restoration of the bridge requires the 
cooperation of all the kingdoms, forcing the main character to find a way of resolving these 
grievances between them all. 

Each kingdom is represented by a shape in both the architecture and its inhabitants, e.g., 
one kingdom will be comprised of spheres, another by cubes, etc., with each dominion 
afflicted by one of the 5 stages of grief in some form. The main character must find a way of 
freeing each land from their affliction to help reunite the kingdoms and rebuild the bridge. 

 

Dante’s ‘Divine Comedy: Inferno’ Concept 

Overview: 

The main character seeks passage into Heaven to be reunited with his departed wife, 
Beatrice, but is denied access by God because of the sinful acts the main character has 
committed in their life under God’s name. To be absolved of these sins and permitted into 
heaven, he must travel down through the 9 circles of Hell to confront Lucifer and prevent 
him from escaping Hell and starting Armageddon. 

The main character will be accompanied by a guide, Virgil, who is a spirit that can help 
navigate some of the early circles but will be prevented from seeing the journey through to 
the end. Each circle has a gateway to the next level guarded by a character who is the 
embodiment of that circle’s sin. Defeating these enemies and stopping Lucifer will serve as 
proof of the main character’s loyalty to God, with him being brought into Heaven and 
reunited with his wife. 

 

Shan-Hai Jing Concept 

Overview 

In the early years of the Qin Dynasty, Imperial China is overrun by an abundance of 
monsters released by the Emperor’s former Wu (shaman / sorcerer) as part of a scheme to 
overthrow the Emperor and rule over China. Desperate, he dispatches a message calling for 
help from the sorcerer’s former master, a wiseman, who lives in a remote village in the 
countryside. The main character is a peasant leading a peaceful life from this village, who 
stumbles upon the messenger that has been gravely wounded by some of the beasts 
released by the sorcerer. 



Narrative Design Ideas 

Upon relaying the message to the wiseman, the village is attacked and destroyed by the 
beasts. The main character and wiseman then begin their quest to stop the Wu’s plans for 
conquest and seal the rampaging monsters with magical scrolls. 

 

King Arthur and Welsh Dragon Concept 

Overview: 

 

 

Stanley Parable / Portal Concept 

Overview: 

The main character is trapped in an unusual facility and forced by an overseer to complete a 
series of seemingly ordinary tasks but has no recollection of when or why they arrived there. 
The overseer acts as a Big Brother type of figure, and for a time is the only other source of 
life in the facility. A day eventually arrives that  

 


